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An Environmental Affair 

The City of Los  Angeles 
Environmental A ffairs 

Department was 
es tablished in 1990 to 

advise the city on 
environmental issues 

and provide a 
centralized source of 

environmental 
information. The 

Environmental A ffairs 
Department seeks  to 
protect and enhance 
the environmental 
quality of life for 

residents , workers  and 
visitors  in the City of 

Los  Angeles . 

California Rideshare Week 
 

October 7-11, 2002 is California Rideshare 
Week, a statewide event that encourages solo-

drivers to commute more efficiently. This year 
marks the 20th anniversary of the week 
promoting the benefits of using transportation 

alternatives such as carpools, vanpools, mass transit, bicycles, 
walking and telecommuting. Benefits of ridesharing include relief from 

congested streets and highways, improved air quality, savings in energy and 
commuting costs, and reduced reliance on oil and other petroleum products. 
 
One important benefit of ridesharing is an improvement in air quality 
through the reduction of pollution from automobile exhaust.  The South 
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) reported in the 1997 Air 
Quality Management Plan (AQMP) that total mobile source emissions 
accounted for approximately 60 percent of the hydrocarbons, more than 98 
percent of carbon monoxide, and nearly 90 percent of the nitrogen oxide 
emissions for the 1993 emission inventory.  The SCAQMD is now in the 
process of updating this inventory (visit www.aqmd.gov for details). 
 
Although emissions from an individual car are generally low, the emissions from 
millions of vehicles on the road add up to high volumes of pollution. An added 

(Continued on page 3) 

October is Kids Safety Month 
 

On August 16, 2002, the Los Angeles City Council adopted a 
Resolution designating October as “Kids Safety Month.”  The 
Council Resolution mandates that the City’s Commission for 
Children, Youth and Their Families (CCYF) be responsible for 

coordinating activities and programs aimed at educating 
children and the community about the importance of child 
safety. 

 
The kickoff event for Kids Safety Month is “Walk to School Day”, which takes 
place on Wednesday, October 2nd.  Walk to School Day is an annual 
international event that started in 1998 to bring awareness to the various 
issues that impact children’s health and safety.  These include child 
pedestrian injuries and deaths, environmental risks caused by auto 
emissions, and health problems caused by children’s sedentary lifestyles.  
The Environmental Affairs Department is working with CCYF, LA Police 
Department, LA Unified School District, University of California Cooperative 

 
(Continued on page 7) 
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The Natural City 
 

When residents of South Central Los Angeles 
were asked about their desires for a proposed 
park in their community, the overwhelming 
response was for a safe, natural setting for 
their families.  The result is the Augustus F. 
Hawkins Nature Park, named for former 
Congressman Augustus F. Hawkins.  The park 
occupies the corner of Slauson and Compton 
Avenues, formerly the site of an 8.5 acre pipe 
yard belonging to the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power.  The Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy recognized the value 
of a nature park in the city and partnered with 
former City Councilmember Rita Walters in 
the effort to acquire the storage site.  
 
Park designers faced the additional challenge 
of converting a polluted industrial site into a 
beautiful, safe, and educational park 
experience for urban families.  Landscape 
architects Randy Hester and Jeff Hutchins met with community 

members for input on the design.  Local community members were hired to help with the construction.  
The EAD partnered with the Los Angeles Conservation Corps to install over 20 trees in the landscape with 
funds from the Cool Green Communities grant. 
 

The result is a landscape that represents the natural habitats of Southern California. The buildings were 
designed to match the community’s historic craftsman-style homes, and the Discovery Center features 
exhibits and a small library.  Walking trails, streams and hand-made tile mosaics dot the landscape.  The 
park’s youth programs stand out with their creativity and innovation, including a homework club, a junior 
ranger program, gardening and science activities, and free day-long trips to popular destinations like Point 
Mugu, Malibu Creek and Franklin Canyon Park.  Picnic areas can be reserved for birthday parties and an 
outdoor amphitheater provides meeting space for larger groups.  The park is located at 5790 Compton 
Avenue at the corner of Compton and Slauson Avenues.  Park information and site reservations can be 
made by calling (323) 585-3205. 

 

¡Si Se Puede! (Yes We Can!) 
 

In honor of Latino Heritage Month the EAD would like to highlight the contributions of César Chávez towards 
improving the quality of life for migrant farm workers.  Born in Yuma, Arizona in 1927, Chávez came from humble 
beginnings with few opportunities, but he wanted to make a difference in the lives of migrant workers.   
 

Chávez was determined to form a United Farm Workers (UFW) union to improve life for thousands of 
underprivileged people. “¡Si se puede!” (Yes We Can!) was the rallying cry of the UFW.  This phrase gave hope to 
those who worked for more rights and better lives. Using his ability to build confidence, Chávez organized a strike 
among migrant grape pickers. In 1966 he led a 250 mile walk from Delano to Sacramento to announce the union’s 
demands to state government officials, drawing national attention to the cause of the UFW. In 1968 Chávez again 
drew national attention with a 25 day hunger strike to protest the lack of rights for farm workers.  Beginning in 
1988, Chávez made significant progress in protesting against the use of pesticides on crops, further protecting 
farm worker’s health and the environment. 
 

His dream of improving the quality of life for farm workers was realized with the formation of a farm workers 
contract that provided benefits and an increase in pay. César once said this about life and success, “It is better 
measured by the legacy we leave behind for those we love and those we inspire.” For more information on the life 
of César Chávez, visit http://www.colapublib.org/chavez/. 

An Environmental Affair is 
produced monthly by the EAD to 

inform residents  about 
environmental issues  and ac tivities 
in Los  Angeles .  For questions , or 

to update or cancel your free 
subscription, call the 

Environmental Information Center 
Hotline at (213) 978-0888, send an 
e-mail to: eadinfo@mailbox.lacity.

org, or visit our website at  
http://www.lacity.org/ead.  

TDD (213) 978-0899.  You can also 
reach us  by fax at (213) 978-0893. 
As a covered entity under Title II  of 
the Americans  with Disabilities  Act, 

the City of Los  Angeles  does not 
discriminate on the basis  of 

disability and upon request, will 
provide reasonable accommodation 

to ensure equal access to its 
programs, services  and activities .  
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Celebrate California’s Sixth Annual Second Chance Week 

 

October 19 - 27, 2002 is “Second Chance Week”, a grassroots public awareness 
campaign to promote opportunities to reuse, repair, re-sell and donate material goods 
throughout California.  Local governments, community groups, reuse businesses, and 
other organizations work together to hold activities geared toward giving reusable items 
that might otherwise be thrown away a “second chance.”  
 

Remember wearing your sibling’s clothes that no longer fit them? If so, you may not have known it back 
then, but wearing those “hand-me-downs” helped the environment. Reusing clothes may not seem “cool”, 
but when one considers the value of saving resources, such as landfill space, money, and the energy and 
materials needed to manufacture new products, it becomes a trend that everyone should value. Some 
may wonder what the difference is between recycling and reusing.  A “reuse” product is used in its original 
form instead of deconstructing a product and remaking it into a different product as with “recycling”. 
 
Reuse products can take many forms.  For example, MOCA recently installed Nancy Rubin’s sculpture 
constructed from 1000 pounds of airplane parts. Her artistic works include pieces made from airplanes, 
fiberglass boats, household appliances, mattresses, and other found objects. Another example is the 
famed Watts Towers. Constructed by Italian immigrant laborer, Simon Rodia, these towers stand tall at 
nearly 100 feet and have become one of the most renowned works of folk art in the world. This structure 
of glass bottles, pottery, and steel pipes was an expression of Simon’s appreciation for his new country 
and friendly neighbors.  Reuse does not have to be as elaborate as either of these structures, but can be 
as simple as donating a computer to a local school or clothing to a homeless shelter.  For more information 
on how you can make a difference, visit www.choose2reuse.org/indexa.html. 
 
To further support reuse of materials, the City will be launching an enhanced version of its CitiMax 
program online later this month.  CitiMax is a free service designed to help City departments either find or 
list reusable furniture, supplies, materials and equipment.  Beginning in 1996, the CitiMax program has 
diverted nearly 60,000 tons of reusable materials from landfills.  Not only does this system save landfill 
space, but also the energy used to manufacture, purchase, and deliver new products.  For City employees 
interested in using the CitiMax service to acquire or remove products from their department, call the 
Department of General Services at (213) 847-2821. 
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(Rideshare Week...continued from page 1) 
benefit to ridesharing is a faster commute with less cars clogging the highways. According to the 2002 
Urban Mobility Report from the Texas Transportation Institute, Los Angeles has the worst traffic in the 
nation. The report states that the average Los Angeles rush-hour driver wastes 136 hours per year in 
slow or stopped traffic. That’s almost an entire week! 
 
That kind of traffic gives the commuters in the City a great incentive to car/vanpool, plus it’s a great way to 
reduce vehicle pollution by reducing the number of cars on the road. Californians are known as trendsetters, 
and L.A. commuters lead the nation in carpooling – with one in six commuters carpooling on a regular basis. 
The City of Los Angeles, through the Commuter Services Office, actively promotes ridesharing to City 
employees by providing subsidies for the use of mass transit, operating a vanpool program, and giving 
carpool incentives to its employees. For more information please call Commuter Services at (213) 847-0404. 
The Los Angles County Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA) also offers incentives to employers for 
encouraging local employees to use mass transit, including their “Rideshare Rewards” and “Club Metro 
Programs.”  Visit the MTA’s web site at  http://www.mta.net or call (213) 922-2811 for more information.  
 
The Southern California Rideshare website, www.socalcommute.org, offers a wealth of information on all 
aspects of ridesharing and can help provide possible commuting partners. They can also be reached by 
calling (800) COMMUTE.  This October, plan on “Sharing the Ride” by coordinating carpools with your co-
workers and friends, taking mass transit, or trying an alternative form of transportation such as walking 
or biking.  Ridesharing is easy, relaxing, and can save you time and money. Pledge to share the ride at 
least one day during Rideshare Week, October 7-11, and you could begin to really make a difference! 



AN ENV IRO NMENTAL  AFFA IR 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation awards 
projects benefiting conservation education, habitat 
protection and restoration, and natural resource 
management. The project pre-proposal deadline is 
October 15, 2002.  For more information, visit 
www.nfwf.org/programs/programs.htm. 

 
California ReLeaf is currently offering a total 
of $100,000 in  urban forestry grants. Projects 

must address Education and Public Awareness, Tree-
Care Programs, or Volunteer Development and 
Support. Community groups and City affiliated 
volunteer entities may apply. Applications are due 
October 30, 2002. For more information call (949) 
642-0127 or visit www.tpl.org/releaf. 
 
Ben & Jerry’s Foundation supports projects that 
facilitate social change by addressing the underlying 
conditions of societal and environmental problems. Non-
profits only (usually with budgets below $250,000).  
Small grants up to $1,000 and full grants up to $15,000 
are available. The deadline is November 1, 2002.  For 
information, call (802) 846-1500 or visit www.benjerry.
com/foundation. 

 
Liberty Hill Foundation’s Environmental 
Justice Fund supports grass-roots organizations 

aiming to improve low-income communities that suffer 
from environmental pollution and cancer-causing toxins. 
Grants are awarded with a maximum of $35,000.  The 
deadline is scheduled for November 1, 2002 by 5:30 
pm.  For more information visit www.libertyhill.org.  

 
California Coastal Commission's Whale Tail 
License Plate Grants fund up to $50,000 to 

schools, non-profit organizations, and government 
entities supporting programs that foster an appreciation 
of  coast, marine life, or inland watersheds, with an 
emphasis on reaching underserved students and 
members of the public. The deadline is November 15, 
2002. For more information, visit www.coastforyou.org.  
 

The Environmental Enhancement and 
Mitigation Program (EEMP) offers a total of $10 
million each year to government agencies and non-

profits that work to lessen the environmental impacts 
caused by new or modified state transportation facilities. 
Grants are awarded in three areas: Highway Landscape 
and Urban Forestry, Resource Lands, and Roadside 
Recreational.  Applications for the 2003-2004 grant cycle 
are due November 22, 2002.  For more information 
call (916) 653-5656 or visit www.resources.ca.gov/eem. 
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National Wildlife Federation Schoolyard Habitats 
Wild Seed Fund Mini-grants to assist schools in the 
initial phases of a Schoolyard Habitats project. To be 
eligible, schools must be planning to create or restore 
wildlife habitat on their school grounds and certify their 
Schoolyard Habitats site with the National Wildlife 
Federation by March 15, 2003. For more information 
visit them online at www.nwf.org/schoolyardhabitats. 

 
Surdna Foundation seeks to prevent 
irreversible damage to the environment and 

to promote more efficient, economically sound, 
environmentally beneficial and equitable use of 
land and natural resources.  Please write Edward 
Skloot, Executive Director Surdna Foundation, 
Inc. 330 Madison Avenue, 30th Floor New York, 
New York 10017-5001 or visit www.surdna.org for 
application information. 
 
California Integrated Waste Management 
Board Recycling Market Development Zone  
Revolving Loan Program provides direct loans to 
eligible businesses that use post-consumer or 
secondary waste materials to manufacture new 
products or that reduce the waste resulting from the 
manufacture of a product. For more information call 
(916) 341-6530 or visit www.ciwmb.ca.gov/grants. 
 
Captain Planet Foundation funds and supports 
hands-on environmental projects for children and 
youths interested in solving environmental problems 
in their neighborhoods and communities.  Grants 
range from $250 - $2,500, depending on the 
project.  Please visit www.captainplanetfdn.org for 
details and an application. 
 
Home Depot — Community Grant Program 
provides assistance to non-profits that direct efforts 
toward forestry,  ecology,  green building design, 
clean-up, recycling, and lead poisoning prevention. 
This grant is for non-profits only. For more 
information contact your local Home Depot store 
manager or visit www.homedepot.com and search 
for “community involvement.” 
 

Reuse Assistance Grants Program is developed by 
the California Integrated Waste Management Board to 
help local public agencies promote  reuse activities at 
the local public agency level. All local public agencies 
in California are eligible to apply. For more 
information, call Sarah Weimer at (916) 341-6613 or 
email sweimer@ciwmb.ca.gov. 

$ $ $     FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES     $ $ $ 
Visit http:/www.lacity.org/ead for more grant opportunities. 



Palos Verdes Peninsula 
Discover another side 
of the peninsula. 
Learn about the 
history of this former 
channel island, the 

birds, wildlife, and plants that live 
in the canyons and undeveloped 
areas, and the unique geology of 
this special Peninsula. Many are 
family oriented and suitable for 
children. All walks are free and 
reservations are not required. The 
next walk will be held October 12. 
For more information, call (310) 
541-7613 or visit www.pvplc.org/. 
 

Baldwin Hills Hikes are held 
by the LA Audubon Society on 
the 3rd Saturday of each month 
a t Kenne th Hahn  Sta te 
Recreation Area. For more 
information call (323) 876-0202 
or visit www.LAAudubon.org. 

 

Augustus F. Hawkins 
Natural Park 
offers youth activities 
including day-long 
trips to destinations 

like Point Mugu, Franklin Canyon 
and Malibu Creek. These trips are 
held each Satu rday and 
transportation is provided. For 
information, please call (323) 585-
3205. (See article on page 2) 
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Afternoons in the Lab 
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium’s 
education staff and 
volunteers are available 
every Wednesday from 3-
5 pm to answer questions 
and involve students of all 

ages in exploring local marine life 
in the hands-on Discovery SEA 
Lab. Activities cover a wide range 
of scientific fun. The science 
education afternoon is free and 
opens with a different theme each 
week. Groups should make 
re s e r va tio n s .  Fo r m o re 
information, call (310) 548-7562 
or visit www.cabrilloaq.org. 
 
Satwiwa Saturdays 
From 10 am to 4 pm at Rancho 
Sierra Vista/Satwiwa. Meet guest 
hosts, watch demonstrations and 
share the experiences of the 
Native American LA Community. 
Call (805) 370-2301. 
 
Smart Gardening Workshops 

The Los Angeles 
Coun tywide Ya rd 
Waste Program hosts 
Sma rt Garden ing 

workshops year-round. Topics 
covered include backyard and 
wo rm  compos ting , g ra ss 
re cycling, and wate r-wise 
gardening. For more information, 
call (888) CLEAN-LA or visit www.
smartgardening.com. For more 
information call the Bureau of 
Sanitation at (213) 473-8228. 

 
Amigos de Bolsa Chica 

offer free public tours of 
the  we tla nds  fo r 
individuals the first 
Saturday of each month. 
Visitors who arrive 

between 9 and 10:30 am will be 
led on a 1 1/2 hour tour which 
makes 5 stops along the 
walkbridge and loop trail. Trained 
tou r guides dis cuss b i rd 
identification, ecology, endangered 
species, early history and current 
status. For more information, call 
(714) 840-1575 or visit  
www.amigosdebolsachica.org. 

The EAD website,  located at 
 www.lacity.org/EAD, contains 
updated information on this 
month’s events.  To ensure 
your event is included in our 
monthly newsletter, submit 
information to the editor by 
the 10th of each month prior 

to publication.  After the 10th, 
events can be entered into our 

website calendar only.   
     The EAD reserves the right 
to edit all submittals and does 
not necessarily endorse the 
events listed.  All events are 

subject to change, so call 
listed event contacts to verify 

information. 
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EACH MONTH: 

Down-by-the-River Walks 
Friends of the Los 
Angeles River and 
the Sierra Club are 
s p o n s o r i n g 
monthly walks 

along the banks of the LA River. 
Join them at 4:30 pm on the third 
Sunday of each month for an 
informal, leisurely, hour-long walk. 
The walk is canceled if it rains. For 
more information, visit the FoLAR 
website, www.folar.org, or call Joe 
Linton at (213) 381-3570. 
 
Japanese Garden Tours 
Docent-led tours of the Japanese 
Gardens at the D.C. Tillman 
Water Reclamation Plant in Van 
Nuys are offered during the day 
on Monday through Thursday and 
again on Saturday. Reservations 
a re req uired . Fo r mo re 
info rmation  o r to make 
reservations call (818) 756-8166. 
 
Hyperion Wastewater 
Treatment Plant Tours 
Free public tours of the facility 
(located near El Segundo in Los 
Angeles) are available Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
starting at 9 am. For more 
information, please contact 
Felcie Kidd at (310) 648-5363 
for details or to schedule a tour. 
 
Habitat Restoration Days 

H e l p  r e s t o r e 
wildflo wers, trees 
and shrubs that were 
once here 200 years 

ago at the Madrona Marsh 
Preserve. You are invited to 
help in planting, weeding and 
collecting and growing seeds 
every second Saturday of the 
month. Morning maintenance is 
done from 9 am-noon every 
Tuesday and Wednesday. For 
more information on this event 
or events for youth, please call 
(310) 32-MARSH.   
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Sat. & Sun., October 5-6 
 

Garden Day L.A. Come to this 
exciting event at the 
Carmelitos Housing 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Community Garden in 

Long Beach. Come to listen, 
wa tch  a nd  lea rn  f rom 
demonstrations by garden 
experts. Enter a raffle, enjoy 
the food, and shop for plants.  
For more information, or to 
register, please call Gloria 
Mitchell at (323) 838-4539. 
 
Sat., October 5, 12, 19 

 
Volunteer Walk Leader 

Training If you love 
nature and kids, 
then the Children’s 
Natu re Institute 
w a n t s  y o u ! 
Volun tee r walk 
leaders guide nature 

walks for children and their 
families throughout the Los 
Angeles area. Training is held 
from 9:30 am to 1:30 pm at 
Temescal Gateway Park, and 
experience is not necessary. For 
additional information, please call 
(310)  998-1151 or v isit them at 
w ww .childrensna ture institute .o rg.  
 

Tuesday, October 8 
 

Wildscaping your garden 
The Los Angeles/Santa 
Monica Mtns. Chapter 
of the California Native 
Plant Society invites 
you to come learn how 

to turn your garden into a wildlife 
sanctuary using native plants. The 
lecture begins at 7:30 pm in the 
Sepulveda Garden Center in 
Encino. For more information, 
please call (818) 881-3706, email 
lacnps@lacnps.org or visit www.
lacnps.org. 

Sunday, October 20  
 
Autumn Sea Fair is a Cabrillo 

Marine Aquarium 
celebration of coastal 
marine life and 
community spirit. 
Held from 10 am to 4 
pm this free event 

will include contests, face-painting, 
a treasure hunt, musical 
performances, and much more. For 
more information call (310) 548-
7562 or visit www.cabrilloaq.org. 
 

Saturday, October 26 
 

KTLA Kids Day L.A. is a free 
fa m i l y f e s t iva l 
ce le b ra ting  the 
ch ildren of Los 
Angeles.  The festival 
w i l l  f e a t u r e 

entertainment, sports activities, 
autographs from USC athletes, 
and much more. This free event 
will be held at Exposition Park 
from 10 am to 4 pm. For more 
information call (888) LAPARKS. 
 

Sat.-Sun., October 26-27 
 
Boo at the Zoo Come spend some 

spooky days at the LA Zoo 
where kids can safely trick-
or-treat, make masks and 
interact with some fun-
loving creatures.  Activities 
are free with paid 

admission, and $1 off admission for 
children in costume. For more 
information call (323) 644-6400. 

THIS MONTH: 

Fri. - Sun., October 11-13 
 
Theodore Payne Foundation 

Fall Festival celebrates 
t he  fo u nd a t io n ’s 
centennial with exhibits, 
lectures and plant sales 
representing southern 

california’s native plants. For more 
information call (818) 768-1802 or 
visit www.theodorepayne.org. 
 

Saturday, October 12 
 

“Running is for the Birds” 
10K/5K Run/Walk The 23rd 
annual race to benefit the 
Amigos de Bolsa Chica will be 
held at Bolsa Chica State Beach.  
Call (714) 840-1575 or visit 
www.amigosdebolsachica.org for 
registration information. 
 
Sat-Sun, October 19-20 

 
Homes for the Future Tour 2002 

a program of Eco-Home™ 
Ne two rk  o f fe rs  a 
comprehensive look at 
eco-friendly living in L. A. 

The 6th annual tour showcases local 
sites that feature the diversity of 
”green” architecture, renewable 
energy technologies and eco-
renovation. The unique event allows 
the public to examine how individual 
households are incorporating 
innovative ways to live more 
sustainable lifestyles. For more 
information call (323) 662-5207 or 
visit www.ecohome.org. 

October 2 Is Walk to School Day  
 
In neighborhoods across the U.S. - and 20 other countries 
including Mexico, South Korea, India and Great Britain - 
October 2, 2002 is the day to walk to school!  Take part in 
the international day that raises awareness about the 
difference that walking to school can make in the lives of 
children and their community.  The goal of the walk is to 
rally for safer and improved streets, to promote healthier 

habits and to conserve the environment. Walk to School Day events 
encourage a more walkable world - one community at a time.  Visit Walk 
Day Headquarters at www.cawalktoschool.com or call 888-393-0353. 



Sustainable Development 
 

From August 26, 
2002 th rough  
September 4, 2002 
the Johannesburg 
World Summit was 
held to develop a 

global blueprint to aid the world’s 
po o r a nd  p ro te ct the 
environment. Watch for an article 
in next month’s An Environmental 
Affair with details on the City’s 
participation in the Summit. 
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Sunday, October 27 
 
Run for a Green LA  This 3rd 

a nnua l  e ve n t 
features road and 
trail races of 
varying lengths 
through beautiful 

Griffith Park. The races promote 
LADWP's Green LA environmental 
initiatives programs. Races will 
begin at 8 am. To register call
(213) 367-2RUN, visit www.
greenla.com/events, or email 
run@greenla.com. 

THIS MONTH: 
(Continued) 

Sat.-Sun., October 26-27 
 

The Pumpkin Festival at 
Descanso Gardens 
celebrates the spirit of 
Halloween with a 
co s tume  pa rade, 

spooky stories, crafts, pumpkin 
carving and much more. Be sure 
to wear your costume! Contact 
the information center at (818) 
949-4200. 

(Walk to school...continued from page 1) 
Extension, and California Department of Health Services to coordinate Walk to School Day events at 
Hazeltine Elementary School in Van Nuys and Noble Elementary School in North Hills. 
 
There are many ways we can keep our children safe from the dangers that exist in our world today.  
The Los Angeles Fire Department has tips on childproofing your home and teaching children about fire 
safety.  This information can be found on their website at www.lafd.org.  The California Department of 
Motor Vehicles’ website includes “Kidsville Safety Tips.”  This site covers bus safety, helmet safety, 
strangers, seatbelt safety, bike safety and street smarts.  The website can be found at www.dmv.ca.
gov/about/kids/rainbow.htm.  The tips are also available in Spanish.  The Commission for Children, 
Youth and Their Families offers a website at www.ccyf.org with family resources and child-care tips. 
 
Although October is officially recognized as Kids Safety Month, California School Bus Safety Month and 
National School Safety Month, we should all strive to make every day Child Safety Day. Be sure to 
look for an article with highlights from child safety events in next month’s issue. 

The Monarch and the Sun 
 
Fall is upon us and that means Southern California residents will see migrating 

monarch butterflies on their way south. Butterfly enthusiasts have always been amazed 
by the complex migration patterns of the beautiful Monarch butterfly.  How can an insect 

travel from Canada to Mexico on instinct alone?  Researchers from Canada and Germany set 
out to answer this question and have come one step closer to unlocking the secret.   

 
The Monarch receives it signal to migrate from the shortening days and cooling temperatures of fall.  
Their journey spans nearly 3,000 miles, with each year's migration ending in the same high-mountain 
locations in the forests of central Mexico.  There they spend winter preparing for their return trip the 
following spring.  The Monarchs head north in March, resting along the way to lay their eggs on newly 
grown milkweed, the plant that provides nourishment to the caterpillars. The monarch's success with this 
extremely long and arduous journey has always remained a mystery. 
 
Recently, Canadian and German scientists have focused their attention on the Monarch's long journey.  By 
tracking the butterflies with a tiny tracking device and keeping them in a controlled outdoor wind 
chamber, they demonstrated how butterflies navigate by following the sun.  After collecting Canadian 
Monarchs in the fall, during the pre-migration period, the butterflies would immediately orient themselves 
toward the south-west as if flying toward their migratory grounds in Mexico.  The south-west directional 
pattern of the tethered Monarch only differed from the migration path by 1 degree. Research continues to 
follow these amazing creatures.  So, the next time you spot one of these beautiful creatures fluttering by 
remember that they may have a better sense of direction than most human beings.       (Source: LA Times) 



 

The City of Los Angeles 
Environmental Affairs Department 
200 N. Spring Street, Suite 2005 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

Presorted 
First Class Mail 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Los Angeles, CA  

Permit No. 12932 

Air Quality 
Calidad del aire 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(800) 288-7664 
 
Asbestos  
Asbes tos 
Environmental Hygiene 
(626) 430-5440 
 
Bee Infestations 
Infestaciónes  de abejas 
Vector Control 
(800) 233-9279 
 
Bulky Item Pick-up  
Recogida de articulos  grandes 
L.A . City Bureau of Sanitation 
(800) 773-2489 
 
Hazardous Waste Disposal 
Desembolso de materiales  peligrosos 
L.A . County Dept. of P ublic  Works 
(888) 253-2652  
L.A . City Bureau of Sanitation 
(800) 988-6942 
 
Illegal Storm Drain Dumping 
Depositos  en los drenajes de desagües 
Stormwater Management 
(800) 974-9794 

Lead Poisoning  
Veneno del plomo 
National Lead Information Center 
(800) 424-5323 
 
Leaf  Blowers 
Sopladores  de hojas 
Leaf Blower Complaint Line 
(800) 996-2489 
              
Mosquitoes 
Infestaciónes  de mosquitos 
L.A . West Mosquito Abatement 
(310) 915-7370 
 
Recycling  
Reciclaje 
City of L.A. P ublic  Works Dept. 
(800) 773-2489 
 
Smoking Violations  
Infracciónes  de fumar 
Office of the City Attorney 
(888) 333-0730 

HOTLINE CONNECTION 

The Environmental 
Information Center (EIC) 

serves as a referral source 
to the community. Our 

hotline connection offers a 
list of the most frequently 
requested numbers. If the 
number you need is not 
listed, please contact the 
EIC at (213) 978-0888, 
or toll-free in Los Angeles 
only at (800) 439-4666.  
You can also visit our website at  
http://www.lacity.org/ead 
and click on Environmental 

Information Center. 


